Dear Class 5,
What a long time it has been since we have all been in a classroom together! I miss our lessons and
all of you very much, and I am glad that I can at least send you a letter and some German activities
to do.
This week, I would like you to read a story called “The Musicians of Bremen”. This is one of the fairy
tales gathered by the Brothers Grimm between 1808 and 1815. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm were
famous German authors who had published many books and articles about medieval literature.
Because they were so fond of old manuscripts, they were worried that many other old folk tales
which had been passed down through word of mouth over many generations would eventually be
lost and forgotten if they weren’t written down. So they dedicated several years of their lives to
traveling all around Germany and visiting even the smallest and most remote villages. Wherever
they went, they asked the people they met to recount their most beloved fairy tales that they had
heard from their grand-parents who in turn had heard them from their elders before them. The
Brothers Grimm wrote these tales down and collected them into two large volumes, and the stories
that they preserved in their books are still told and read to children today.
After you have read “The Musicians of Bremen”, I would like you to imagine that the Brothers
Grimm had asked you to create some illustrations for this story in their books. What do you think
the characters in the story would look like? What sort of a landscape do you think the story is set in?
Would the appearance of the four animal friends change over the course of the story? Draw or paint
as many images about various aspects of the story as you like, and be as creative as you can! I’m
looking forward to seeing your artworks.
Stay safe and stay well!
Elisabeth

