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14/08/20 
 

The hidden world of Numbers 
 

 
 
 
You can either play a video of me saying the morning verse (labelled Greeting 
and Morning Verse), or you can say it by yourself. 
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Good morning everyone, 
 
Let us now light a candle and cross our hands over our hearts and say 
the Morning Verse.  
 
Morning verse 
 
I look into the world 
In which the sun is shining 
In which the stars are sparkling 
In which the stones repose 
 
Where living plants are growing 
Where sentient beasts are living  
Where human souls on earth 
Give dwelling to the spirit. 
 
I look into the soul, 
That lives within my being 
The World Creator weaves 
In sunlight and in soul light, 
In world space there without 
In soul depths here within. 
 
 
 
Before we start today, I would like you to do star jumps, but before that, make 
sure you have enough space around you. 
 
 
 
Have your feet together and arms beside you. When you jump, your legs go to 
the sides and you arms swing straight up and your hands clap. Now, when you 
do your star jumps, I would like you to recite the 5 times table. It will be tricky 
at first, but with practice you will get better. 
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Once you are finished, you can sit down and practice the new tongue twister: 
 
If one doctor doctors another doctor, does the doctor who doctors 
the doctor doctor the doctor the way the doctor he is doctoring 
doctors? 
Or does the doctor doctor the way the doctor who doctors doctors? 
 
Read the tongue twister a few times and then try to say it from memory. Once 
you are confident say it fast 3 times. 
 
Now I would like you to read the poem below 3 times and then try to repeat the 
first verse from memory. 
 
 

The Decimal Point 
 

The decimal point is not just a spot, 
It sits in a number and tells us a lot; 

How many cents in a dollar, 
Can I buy that shirt with the collar? 

 
And the extra centimetres after the metre, 
Do make our measurements even neater; 

To know the temperature of the day, 
Helps me plan as I make my way. 

 
The parts of things and also the whole, 
Are important to know deep in my soul, 
Without that point life could be tricky, 

Resulting in situations quite sticky! 
 
 
 
Once finished, you can open your spelling book and in your most beautiful 
running writing and by using your fountain pen (or a grey led) copy the spelling 
list twice for the last time. Do not forget to include the date and make sure all 
the letters are in lower case. Also try to look, cover, copy and then check your 
spelling. 
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Week 4 Spelling list 
 
diagnosis 
gherkin 
disagree 
recognise 
hundredths 
tenths 
strategy 
 
denominator 
disagreement 
 
 
Once finished, I would like you to choose at least 4 words from your list and 
write a short story in your draft book. Your story needs to have the following 
beginning: 
 
 
If I was a Pharaoh… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Before we move on to Quick Maths, I would like you to solve the matchstick 
problem attached below. 
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Once finished, you can close your spelling book and open your 
purple maths practice book. Below you will find a maths warm-up 
sheet which includes exercises of variable difficulty. The ones at the 
top are the easiest while the bottom ones are the most challenging. 
You do not have to solve them all, but make sure you challenge 
yourself.  
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Quick maths 
1 ... + ... +... = 37 
 
2 How many 9’s in 36? 
 
3 ... x ... = 36 (write 2 options) 
 
4 I doubled the number, added 30 and got 100. What was the number? 
 
5 The bus left the terminal at 8.20 a.m. and arrived at its destination at 3.45 p.m. How long did 

the train travel? 
 
6 190 - … = 80 

 
7 What is one sixtieth of 360? 
 
8 Half of 146 = 
 
9 $98.65 - $59.85 = 
 
10 3321 - … = 615 
 
11 … + 84 + … = 231 
 
12 … x 20 = 160 

13 What is four fifths of 100? 

14 Mr Hill planted 6 rows of 8 flowers. ¼ of them died. How many flowers were left? 

15 1/17 of 85 = 

16 I tripled the number, took away 15 and got 90. What was the number? 

17 19 times 5 times 2 take away 35 then divide by 5. What is the answer? 

18 8362 - 2492 + 76 - 2614 =  

 
19 98 shared between 7 =   

20 John bought ¼ of a box of 24 apples. If he paid 60c each for them, how much change would 

he get from $5? 

21 Add these fractions with uncommon denominators and simplify if possible: 3/7 + 4/5  

22 Convert 29/16 to a mixed number fraction and simplify if possible. 

23 To solve these equations, you will need to solve the multiplication before you do the 

addition and subtraction. 

824 - 423 + (28 x 8) =                                               (24 x 8) – 61 + 33 = 

24 A birthday cake was cut into 24 slices. 3/6 were eaten during the party. You had 1/3 of the 

remainder the next day. How many slices were left? 
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Now you can have a 5-minute break. 
 
Welcome back. Yesterday, you have learned more about perimeter 
and area and what an important role it played in the building of 
ancient structures of Egypt. You have also learned (and practiced) 
how this knowledge can be applied in real life. 
 
I would like you to spend the next 5-10 minutes, retelling what you 
now know about perimeter and area to one of your parents.  
 
Once you are finished, I would like you to play a recording named 
Pythagoras – the father of numbers, alternatively, you can read the 
story attached below.  
 
 
Pythagoras – the father of numbers 
 
There was once a man, originally from Greece, who has spent many 
years in Egypt and was greatly influenced by this ancient culture, he 
was often referred to as the first pure mathematician and the father 
of numbers. His name was Pythagoras. 
 
Pythagoras was born on the island of Samos, Greece in 569 BC just as 
the Egyptian influence in the region was fading away. Pythagoras 
was well educated, and he played the lyre throughout his lifetime, 
knew poetry and recited Homer. He was interested in mathematics, 
philosophy, astronomy and music. 
 
At the age of 34 Pythagoras left Samos for Egypt to study with 
the priests in the temples. He developed beliefs similar to the 
Egyptian priests, such as the codes of secrecy, striving for 
purity, and refusal to eat beans or to wear animal skins as 
clothing. 
 
Ten years later, when Persia invaded Egypt, Pythagoras was taken 
prisoner and sent to Babylon, where he met the Magoi, priests who 
taught him sacred rites. 
 



 8 

15 years later, Pythagoras, now a free man, left Babylon and 
returned to the island home of Samos, and sometime later began a 
school called The Semicircle. His methods of teaching were not 
popular with the leaders of Samos and eventually he decided to 
leave. 
 
Pythagoras settled in Crotona, a Greek colony in southern Italy and 
founded a philosophical and religious school where his many 
followers lived and worked. The Pythagoreans lived by rules of 
behaviour, including when they spoke, what they wore and what 
they ate. Pythagoras was the Master of the society, and the 
followers, both men and women, who also lived there, were known 
as mathematikoi. They had no personal possessions and were 
vegetarians. Another group of followers who lived apart from the 
school were allowed to have personal possessions and were not 
expected to be vegetarians. 
 
They all worked communally on discoveries and theories. Pythagoras 
believed that all things were made of numbers and that mathematics 
was the basis for everything, and geometry was the highest form of 
mathematical studies. According to him, the physical world could be 
understood through mathematics. He also thought that every 
number had a personality, characteristics, strengths and weaknesses. 
 
He was convinced that the world depended upon the interaction of 
opposites, such as male and female, lightness and darkness, warm 
and cold, dry and moist, light and heavy as well as fast and slow. He 
was a strong believer that all members of the society should observe 
strict loyalty and secrecy. 
 
Pythagoras and his mathematikoi have made many amazing 
discoveries in mathematics and particularly in geometry. There is no 
doubt that the relationship that he developed with the Egyptian 
culture strongly influenced his thinking. 
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Your task today will be to draw The Father of numbers – Pythagoras in your 
Main Lesson book. I would like you to use the whole page and include a 
heading. 
 
You can spend about 30-40 minutes on this task. Afterwards, I would like you 
to cut and paste the perimeter and area exercises attached below into your 
maths practice books, then calculate both the perimeter and area of each 
shape.  
 
These tasks are in centimetres, so your answers should be written in square 
centimetres   
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The rest of the time, I would like you to spend on catching up on any 
unfinished work. It could be writing or maths tasks, Main Lesson 
drawings, the map of Egypt or the Egyptian project. 

 
 
 

If you choose to listen to the chapter book before you have morning 
tea, you can play the recording now, otherwise, you can cross your 
hands over your heart and say the Main Lesson ending verse.  
 
 
 

 
 

May wisdom shine through me, 
May love glow within me, 

That in me may arise 
A helper of mankind 

A server of holy things, 
Selfless and true. 

 
 
 
 
 

Now you may blow out the candle. 
 

Enjoy your morning tea. 


